Ford Island Today

The island is a mixed operational Navy base encom-
passing historic sites, 440 family housing units, a Navy
Lodge, and a National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) facility. The historic sites here
include the Battleship Arizona Memorial, the USS Utah
Memorial, the Battleship Missouri Memorial, multiple
airplane hangars, and the control tower. Many of the
historic structures are being repurposed for continued
use. The Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor has
rehabilitated and adaptively reused Hangars 37

and 79, along with the Aerological Control Tower.
USPACOM is reusing the Dispensary as the HA/DR
Center for Excellence, NOAA is reusing Hangars 175
and 176 as the NOAA Pacific Regional Center, and
the former BOQ Building is being used as a Navy
Lodge. The Ford Island runway, the most prominent
landmark on the island, remains evident. The old
hardstand areas, scarred by machine gun strafing
and bomb splatter, remain largely infact and in use
for a variety of purposes, including parking, roadways,
and as stark reminders of Ford Island’s storied past.

*

Top photo: aerial view of Ford Island today, with runway and hardstand
areas clearly visible, along with modern family housing areas in NW and SW
ends of island. Bottom photo: NOAA Pacific Regional Center—re-purposed

Hangars 175 and 176.
* %k

¥ X¥ ‘

uo s49BID} J9Y}O PUD JIOQIDH 1084 WOl JpaIal pup yonolddp J1ay} Ul SOADM
JODLD OM} JIaY} Ul {pIouip asaupdor Ag pasn syipd 1ybi4 :}4o7 doj (jauupyd
WIol) USXD} 30040 BULND 8ZD|GD }JDIDIID SNOLDA PUD 9 JIOBUDH JO 0j0yd 0}
-oyd }Ja7 wolog oD4D Yi/ Joqwedag ay4 Buunp to|id assundor Aq uaypy
puDIS| P104 JO 0}oyd :o04oyd jybl wojjog ‘punoibaloy ul sup|dpss pabowbp
UM ‘punoibxonqg ul 9 IoBupH of abpwop allj pup quog :ojoyd jybil doj
'(pepunom G¢ pupL Py 89) 19]|PWIS yonw alom sall|o
-NSOD UDI|IAID JO sieagquwinu @yl “JO0JI0 8yl ul pspunom
SJOM UBUWISBDIAIBS Q0| ULy} SI0OW "SUO|D PDUOZUY 8y}
uo Q01| upyj} aiow 6u!pn|3u! ‘P3| 819M UBSWSDIAISS
00£C UDYl 210N ‘BuleBBDLS som 84| |ouuosiad AID|I
-[lW JO SsO| 8yl ’BUIUJOLU ADpuUNS DY} UO BADS| 8I0YS
Uuo aloM SIO|IDS

10 Ajuolpwi J1SoA

ey} ybnoyjly

‘Sjuawl
-Bpl) 81910U0D

BUIAl} PUD SO 14S

qwoqg Agipau Jo

UoISSNDUO0D dy4

wol} pebowop

alom Buip|ing ay4

XX josmopuim ayy

pupn ‘gg JIDBUDH

JO 100[§ PUD JOOJ 8y} pabobwpp quog pnp VY “Buip|ing
9y} 1O JBUIOD SDBYLIoU 9y} uo Bulpojdxe quiog O O}
onp aBpwpp allj palalins 9 IDBUDH "ebowpp BuliD}
-SDASP PBIB}NS JDIDIID PUD ‘S|9SSAA J1ay}o ‘sdiysaipg
oy} ‘ebpwpp |PIHUDISONS Pala}ins sIDBUDY 1DIDIID
oy} JO oM} AlUO YBNOoYyy|y JOM JO SIDSA INOJ SNOIIO}DIA
Alaiowiin pup snojuad o O} LIDLS BUIZIUDA|IDB D—SLQ
-9p pUD ‘|10 ‘SIO|IDS "S$'N Palnful puo PPBP YLM YSOMD
SOM JOQIDY ay] “A3S Buluiow 9y} pauddIop 90Ws
J0D|g BUIMOI|IG O SPNOJD B[IYMm US}0M U} 04Ul |10
paxna| sdiys pabowpp SO SOWDI|) Ul SOM }|9Si JIOQIDH
[J08d ‘000 {NOQD 1D SISLIDD {IDIDIID JI9YL Of paulInial

S~

319 Lexington Blvd, Honolulu HI
Hours of Operation: Daily 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
http://www.pacificaviationmuseum.org

This interpretive brochure prepared for Pacific Aviation
Museum under National Park Service American
Battlefield Protection Program Grant # GA 2287-15-017
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Ford Island Runway

and Hardstand Areas " ‘ I

“An American Battlefield”
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National Park Service

American Battlefield Protection Program
Ford Island, Pearl Harbor Hawaii

Battle of December 7, 1941
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Ford Island
An American Baitlefield

% The airfield on Ford Island, to
include the runway, hardstands, and
associated facilities, represented the
first professional airfield in the islands.
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"Luke Field”
was the name
of the US Army
facilities located
on the west side
of Ford Island,
spanning from
the wood-frame
housing on the
northwest side
down fto the éth
Aero Squadron
buildings and
hangars on

the west and
southwest side.
Named after
2nd Lieutenant
Frank Luke, the
first airman to
earn the Medal
of Honor for

his 18 aerial
victories during
WWI, Luke

Field served as
the base for

the 6th Aero
Squadron until
1939 when Army
air operations
moved to
Hickam Field.
The Luke Field
facilities are
prime examples
of vernacular
military
architecture.
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Historic Bachelor
Officers Quarters
( now/Navy Lodge)
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Battery Boyd is a gun battery
constructed in 1917, during
World War I.
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The radial
lines of the
compass
rose align
with com-
pass points
and were
used to
calibrate
the com-
passes in
the Navy's
planes.

% Baftftery Adairis a gun battery constructed

in 1917. The battery is now in the basement
of Quarters K, The Pacific Submarine Force
Commander's quarters, constructed in 1936.
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Six battleships—the USS Nevada,
USS Arizona, USS Tennessee, USS
Lo West Virginia, USS Maryland, and
& USS Oklahoma—were moored
L&)
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Disgensary.

e

along Bafttleship Row adjacent to
the southeast side of Ford Island on
the morning of December 7, 1941.

A bomb
dropped
by the Jap-
anese on
December
7, 1941,
and likely
intended
for the USS
California
moored nearby, fell into the courtyard
of the Dispensary but caused little
damage. The Dispensary continued to
be used to aid the injured during that
day and the following days, and has
since been repurposed to serve as a
center for excellence in humanitarian
assistance and disaster response.

These hardstand
areas were used
to store and

park aircraft.
Tiedown chains
were affixed to
the aircraft and
then made fast
fo padeyes in-
corporatfed into
the concrete—
as can still be
seen tfoday ad-
jacent to a strafing mark from likely
Japanese gunfire no doubt intended to
destroy the aircraft parked in this location.

The buildings that make up PAMPH
are positioned on the hard stand
areas - the bullet holes in the win-
dows of Hangar 79 speak to the
impact of the battle on that day.

Hangar 6 and planes nearby
were damaged and set afire by
a Japanese bomb exploding
on the northeast corner of the
building. (Photo from the Na-
tional Archives.)

The patrol seaplane ramps were
bombarded by Japanese bomb-
ers but remained useable after
the attack.
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